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HOGS  everywhere  are  likely  to  be 
infested  with  lice.  These  lice  suck 
their  blood  and  cause  irritation.  The 
hog  louse  is  about  1/4  inch  long  and 
almost  as  broad,  and  brownish.  It  is 
known  to  scientists  as  Haematopinus 
adventicius  Neum.  This  louse  may 
be  controlled  quickly  and  easily  with 
several  of  the  new  insecticides. 

Sprays 

Sprays  containing  DDT,  TDE,  meth- 
oxychlor,  toxaphene,  or  chlordane  are 
effective  against  this  pest.  A  con- 
centration of  0.5  to  0.75  percent  is 
suggested.  Lindane  and  technical 
benzene  hexachloride  may  also  be  used 
but  at  much  greater  dilution--0.05  to 
0.06  percent  of  the  gamma  isomer. 

All  these  insecticides  are  available 
as  wettable  powders  or  emulsifiable 
concentrates  to  be  diluted  with  water 
before  use.  The  percentage  of  active 
ingredient  varies  in  different  products, 
and  is  indicated  on  the  label.  To  make 
a  0.5-percent  spray  use  the  following 
quantities: 

100  gal.  5  gal. 
Wettable  powder 

25%                           16  lb.  13  oz. 

50%                            8  lb.  6-1/2  oz. 

75%                    5-1/3  lb.  4-1/2  oz. 

Emulsifiable  concentrate 

25%  8  qt.    1-1/2  cups 

50%  4  qt.        3/4  cup 

75%  2-2/3  qt.        l/2  cup 
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To  make  a  0.75-percent  spray,  in- 
crease the  amount  by  50  percent. 

For  a  0.05-percent  lindane  spray, 
use  the  following  quantities: 

100  gal.  5  gal. 

Wettable  powder 

25%  1-2/3  lb.         1-1/2  oz. 

Emulsifiable  concentrate 
20%  1  qt. 

One  thorough  treatment  with  any  of 
these  preparations  will  give  good  con- 
trol of  the  lice. 

A  cylindrical  pressure  or  knapsack 
sprayer  is  suitable  for  treating  a  few 
animals.  For  a  large  number  a  power 
sprayer  is  more  satisfactory.  Place 
the  hogs  in  a  suitable  crowd  pen  and 
spray  them  until  they  are  thoroughly 
wet.  When  using  a  power  sprayer, 
start  the  sprayer  and  direct  the  spray 
stream  into  the  tank  to  assure  thorough 
mixing  before  treating  the  animals. 

Dips 

Dipping  will  assure  more  complete 
coverage  of  animals  than  is  possible 
with  sprays  and  is  more  likely  to  give 
a  complete  clean-up  of  the  lice  in  a 
herd.  If  dipping  facilities  are  available, 
use  the  same  materials  and  concen- 
trations that  are  suggested  for  sprays. 

Dusts 

During  cold  weather,  expecially 
in  northern  climates,  hog  owners  may 
prefer  to  use  dusts  for   louse  control. 
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DDT  dust  is  satisfactory  for  this  pur- 
pose. Treat  the  hogs  thoroughly  with 
10-percent  dust,  using  any  available 
dusting  equipment.  A  second  treat- 
ment 2  to  3  weeks  later  is  suggested. 
The  other  insecticides  may  also  be 
used  as  dusts,  but  the  concentrations 
required  for  satisfactory  control  have 
not  yet  been  determined. 

PRECAUTIONS 

Insecticides  are  poisonous.  Handle 
them  with  care  and  avoid  unnecessary 
exposure  to  them.  If  you  spill  any  of 
the  concentrated  insecticide  on  your 
skin,  be  sure  to  wash  it  off  immediately. 

Do  not  use  a  spray  or  dip  if  the 
insecticide  does  not  mix  uniformly 
with  the  water  or  an  oily  layer  forms 
after  mixing.  Stir  dips  thoroughly  be- 
fore dipping  animals. 

Avoid    contaminating   food,    water, 
and  feed  containers  with  insecticides. 


Prepared  by  the  Division  of  Insects 
Affecting  Man  and  Animals,  Bureau 
of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine, 
and  the  Zoological  Division,  Bureau  of 
Animal  Industry. 

For  additional  information,  consult 
your  county  agent,  State  livestock  spe- 
cialists, or  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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